
 
 

 
Media Release 
Murray PHN appoints board members  

Media contact 
For more details, contact Murray PHN Communications Coordinator Zhoe Jess  
on 0400 952120 or email communications@murrayphn.org.au 

 
14 July 2015 
 
Murray Primary Health Network (PHN) has appointed new board members to expand the 
composition of the Board of Directors. They join the seven Board members that have 
transferred from the previous Loddon Mallee Murray Medicare Local. 
 
On 1 July 2015, Murray PHN commenced operation replacing the Medicare Local program 
following a review by the Federal Government in 2014.  Loddon Mallee Murray Medicare 
Local was selected as the successful entity to establish the Murray PHN through a 
competitive application process that the Commonwealth Health Department convened in 
January 2015.   
 
Murray PHN services an expansive area of Victoria from Mildura to Woodend and eastward 
to Wodonga including Albury (NSW). The region incorporates approximately 100,000 square 
km’s with a population base of more than 563,000 people.   
 
Murray PHN Board Chair Dr Tali Barrett said that three new members have been appointed 
to expand the skills base and regional perspectives of the governance group.   
 
“Increasing our Board composition to ten members will bring additional knowledge and 
expertise to the Board and enhance our strong and effective governance capability.    
 
“The new Board members bring a vast experience in corporate governance in the health and 
community sectors within their local regions.  Each will provide a valuable contribution in 
their own right but also add to the diversity of skills and experience that will sit around our 
Board table. 
 
“We are very pleased to be welcoming Ms Leonie Burrows (Mildura), Mr Kevin Boote 
(Shepparton) and Ms Di Thomas (Albury) to join our Board and complement our highly 
effective governance team,” said Dr Barrett. 
 
Leonie Burrows has a strong background in the Mildura region in Local Government, 
community services and primary health care. She was CEO of Mildura Rural City Council for 
five years and is currently Chair of Sunraysia Community Health Service, Sunraysia Institute 
of TAFE, the Victorian TAFE Association and is a member of various local committees. 
 
Ms Burrows runs a consultancy business which offers consultancy services for a range of 
corporate, government, Local Government, statutory, private and industry bodies.  
 
Kevin Boote has vast governance experience across a range of sectors including disability, 
aged care, community and allied health and the education sector in the Goulburn Valley 
region. 
 
Mr Boote has been a director on the Goulburn Valley Medicare Local, is Board Chair of both 
Darlingford Upper Goulburn Nursing Home and Primary Care Connect also sitting on the  
 
Audit and Finance and Clinical Governance Sub Committees. He was on the Finance and 
Audit Sub Committee for the Goulburn Valley Medicare Local.  
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For the past 12 years Mr Boote has held the role of Operations Manager at Reddrop 
Management Group working across the Goulburn Valley region. 

Di Thomas is Board Chair of Albury-Wodonga Cancer Centre Trust Fund and Chairperson of 
the consortium operating the Albury-Wodonga headspace centre. She has previously served 
on the regional advisory board of La Trobe University, and the Wodonga TAFE board. 

Ms Thomas has 30 years’ experience in the media as a newspaper journalist and editor, most 
recently as editor of The Border Mail in Albury-Wodonga. 
 
 


