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What are Optimal Care Pathways?
Optimal Care Pathways are national guides that 
describe the best possible cancer care for patients 
with specific types of cancer. 

The pathways describe the key stages in a patient’s 
cancer journey, from diagnosis to survivorship or 
end-of-life care, and the expected optimal care at 
each stage to ensure all people diagnosed with  
cancer get the best care, regardless of where they 
live or have cancer treatment. 

To find out more about the Victorian and Tasmanian PHN Alliance and the OCP HealthPathways 
project visit vtphna.org.au/optimalcarepathways

“The purpose of this work is to  
improve patient outcomes by  

facilitating consistent cancer care based on a 
standardised pathway of care.  

The pathways are applicable to care  
whether it is provided in a public or  

private service.” 
Professor Robert Thomas OAM  

Chief Advisor Cancer,  
Department of Health and Human Services – Victoria

PHNs working together to 
support integration and change 

New HealthPathways:   
Cancer Optimal Care Pathways

PHNs work together on joint initiatives and areas 
of interest, such as the implementation of the 
Optimal Care Pathways (OCPs) for cancer, into 
primary health care. 

The Victorian and Tasmanian PHN Alliance  
coordinates projects and initiatives between state 
and federal governments to enable PHNs to work 
together, and improve consistent standards of 
health equity and care accross our communities.

New Cancer OCP on Victorian 
HealthPathways
Optimal Care Pathways (OCP) for cancer are 
accessible on all Victorian HealthPathways and 
South Eastern Melbourne PHNs pathway pages.

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island OCP has been 
embedded across relevant pages on the Health-
Pathways platform.
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Why access cancer OCP through 
local HealthPathways?   
HealthPathways translates recommendations  
within guidelines, such as the Optimal Care  
Pathways, to provide specific clinical advice and 
guidance that is localised, including service gaps 
and latest evidence. 

HealthPathways are supported by local referral 
pathways including specific health service referral 
information and related policies and guidelines.  
This provides GPs with an integrated and  
comprehensive resource at the point of care.

https://vtphna.org.au/our-work/best-practice-prevention-management-and-support/optimal-care-pathways/



