
 

 

 
GUIDELINES 
 

RIPERN SCHOLARSHIP GRANTS   
November 2019 – May 2020 
 
 

Description 
The RIPERN (Rural and Isolated Practice Endorsed Registered Nurses) Scholarship 
Grants aim to support the expanded scope of practice of acute nursing staff in rural 
communities within the Murray PHN catchment.  
The purpose of this funding is to provide rural health services the opportunity to build 
on existing or to establish, a RIPERN model of care, by developing the skills of rural 
registered nurses to provide a wider range of primary care and emergency services, 
and in some cases help fill a gap where access to general practitioners is limited.  
For this Grant round, there are packages of up to $10,520 (excluding GST) per nurse 
to cover the cost of training and an additional amount of up to 10% of the course cost 
for study-related expenses.

Release date 

30 November 2019 
Closing date 
30 May 2020 at 5:00pm 
 

Reference 
PPLAN-57 
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These Guidelines are the exclusive property of Murray PHN Ltd. By accepting a copy hereof, you agree to be bound by the 
following conditions, to use these documents and information solely for the purpose of responding to this Grant program, and to 
delete or return them to us should you decide not to respond to this Grant program or upon our request. 
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PART A INTRODUCTION TO MURRAY PHN 

1. Introduction 
1.1. About Murray PHN 

PHNs (Primary Health Networks) have been established with the key objectives of increasing the 
efficiency and effectiveness of medical services for patients, particularly those at risk of poor health 
outcomes, and improving coordination of care to ensure patients receive the right care in the right 
place at the right time. PHNs are not-for-profit organisations funded predominantly by the 
Australian Government. 

Murray PHN spans the northern region of Victoria. While the majority of the region is located within 
the State of Victoria, it also includes Albury in NSW. The estimated resident population is over 
644,000 people. 
Murray PHN’s role is to improve health outcomes in our region. Our annual budget is 
approximately 1% of the total yearly health expenditure in our region. We understand that within a 
complex system with finite funds our capacity to improve health outcomes lies within an ability to 
build partnerships and collaboration across the sector and with providers. This is a core element of 
our understanding and approach to commissioning; it is relational commissioning. 
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1.2. About this Grant program 
The purpose of this funding is to provide rural health services the opportunity to build on existing, 
or to establish, a RIPERN model of care by developing the skills of rural registered nurses to 
provide a wider range of primary care and emergency services and in some cases help fill a gap 
where access to general practitioners is limited.  
Murray PHN is offering grant packages to cover the cost of training and study-related incidental 
expenses of nursing staff willing to undertake a RIPERN course of study. The following items can 
be applied for:  

(a) Course fees up to $10,520 (ex GST) per nurse; and,  
(b) Study related expenses up to 10% of the total course fee.  

Please note: If both items are applied for the total must not exceed $11,572.00 (ex GST) per nurse. 

1.3. Contact details for Project Manager 
The Project Manager for this RIPERN Grant is Penny Bolton who can be contacted by email at 
contracts@murrayphn.org.au or by telephone on 03 4408 5627.  

 

2. Application for the RIPERN Grant program 
These Guidelines should be read in conjunction with the gazettal approval under Drugs Poisons 
and Controlled Substances Act 1981 which can be obtained online at: 
www2.health.vic.gov.au/about/publications/policiesandguidelines/gazettal%20approval%20under%
20drugs%20poisons%20and%20controlled%20substances%20act%201981 
Only health services with gazettal approval can apply and nominate student recipients. Previous 
nurse recipients of a RIPERN Grant are not eligible to apply.  

2.1. Indicative timetable 
This timetable provides applicants with the timing for this RIPERN Grant Program (November 
2019–May 2020).  
Receipt of applications will be acknowledged by return email and will be reviewed as received. 
Grants are expected to be awarded within 30 days of receipt of a successful application. The Grant 
program will remain open until 30 May 2020 or until all scholarships have been awarded 
(whichever is first).  
 
Activity Date 

Guidelines issued 30 November 2019 

Closing date and time for applications 30 May 2020, at 5pm 

Intended date for notification to applicants Within 30 days of Murray PHN’s acceptance of the 
application  

Grant commencement date Upon execution of Grant Agreement with Murray PHN 

 

mailto:pbolton@murrayphn.org.au
https://www2.health.vic.gov.au/about/publications/policiesandguidelines/gazettal%20approval%20under%20drugs%20poisons%20and%20controlled%20substances%20act%201981
https://www2.health.vic.gov.au/about/publications/policiesandguidelines/gazettal%20approval%20under%20drugs%20poisons%20and%20controlled%20substances%20act%201981
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2.2. Applications 

1) Download the documentation. Download all documentation for this Grant application, which 
includes: 

a) RIPERN Scholarship Grant Guidelines November 2019-May 2020 (this document) 
b) RIPERN Student Application Form 
c) RIPERN Health Service Application Form 

2) Prepare your submission. Complete all the downloaded documents. For Grant applications 
to be considered complete, all three documents must be completed and submitted with your 
application.  

3) Submit application. Submissions can only be made via email to the Project Manager 
contracts@murrayphn.org.au Ensure all sections are completed and that any additional 
documentation that is requested is provided. 

2.3. Questions 
If, after reading the Grant application documents, you wish to seek clarification or raise a question 
in relation to the application, you should submit any such questions via email to the Project 
Manager at contracts@murrayphn.org.au 

2.4. Late responses 
Murray PHN will not accept any submissions after the closing date. We strongly encourage allowing 
sufficient time for the completion and submission of your response well in advance of the closing 
time in case there are any technical or network problems.  

 

3. Conditions of participation 
General 
All applicants that submit response for this RIPERN Scholarship Grant are bound by the 
conditions contained within these Guidelines. In addition to any other remedies available to it 
under Law or contract, any failure to comply with the requirements set out in these Guidelines 
will, in the absolute discretion of Murray PHN, entitle Murray PHN to disqualify a bidder from the 
application process. 
Applicants should familiarise themselves with these Guidelines and ensure that their 
applications comply with the requirements set out in those documents. Applicants are deemed 
to have examined statutory requirements and satisfied themselves that they are not 
participating in any anti-competitive, collusive, deceptive or misleading practices in structuring 
and submitting their application. 
Acceptance 
Non-complying applications may be rejected. 
ABN / taxation requirements 
Murray PHN will only deal with health services applicants who have an Australian Business 
Number (ABN), unless there is clear evidence that the relevant supply is not assessable for income 
tax purposes (i.e. hobby or recreational interest). 
Additional information 
If additional information to that requested in this document is required by Murray PHN when 
evaluating the Grant application, written information and/or interviews may be requested to 
obtain such information at no cost to Murray PHN. Murray PHN may also provide additional 
information or clarification. 

mailto:contracts@murrayphn.org.au?subject=RIPERN%20Scholarships
mailto:contracts@murrayphn.org.au?subject=RIPERN%20Scholarships
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Conflicts of interest 
Applicants must not, and must ensure that their representatives do not, place themselves in a 
position that may give rise to an actual, potential or perceived conflict of interest between the 
interests of Murray PHN and the applicant’s interests during the application process. 
 
Applicants are required to disclose any conflicts of interest in their proposal. If an applicant submits 
its proposal and a conflict of interest arises, or is likely to arise, which was not disclosed in the 
application, the Applicant must immediately notify the Project Manager in writing of that conflict. 
 
Murray PHN may disqualify an applicant from the Grant application process if the applicant fails to 
notify Murray PHN of any conflict of interest or if Murray PHN determines that a conflict (whenever 
and howsoever arising) cannot be managed to Murray PHN’s satisfaction. 
Cost of preparing and submitting the proposal 
Murray PHN will not be responsible for any costs incurred by the applicant in preparing an 
application or associated expense, even if this Scholarship Grant is withdrawn and the application 
process ended. 
Communications protocol 
All communications should be directed to the Project Manager specified at section 1.3 of these 
Guidelines. Communication with other Murray PHN staff may be deemed “unauthorised” and be 
not binding on Murray PHN. 
Complaints 
An applicant with a complaint about this Grant or the Grant process which has not been resolved 
in the first instance with the Project Manager can email the Complaints Officer at 
feedback@murrayphn.org.au and provide relevant details of the nature of their complaint.  
Complaints will be handled according to Murray PHN’s Compliments, Complaints and 
Suggestions procedure. 

Course enrolment 
Grant funding provided by Murray PHN does not automatically guarantee the acceptance of 
enrolment from the course provider. Murray PHN does not have any influence or control over the 
course provider. The responsibility to enrol in the relevant course rests with the Grant recipient 
organisation or nurse and not Murray PHN. 
Explanations 
Verbal explanations or instructions given prior to acceptance of a Grant submission shall not bind 
Murray PHN. 
No representation made by or on behalf of Murray PHN or its representatives in relation to these 
Guidelines (or the subject matter) will be binding on Murray PHN unless the representation is 
expressly incorporated into the agreement(s) ultimately entered into between Murray PHN and 
the applicant. 
Financial assessment 
Murray PHN reserves the right to engage a third party to carry out assessments of an applicant’s   
financial, technical, planning and other resource capabilities. 
Legal entity  
Grant submissions should be provided by a single organisation or individual with established legal 
status (e.g. under Corporations Law, Health Services Act, Trustee Act), or a natural person with 
the capacity to enter into a binding agreement. 

mailto:feedback@murrayphn.org.au
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Lobbying  
Any attempt by any applicant to exert influence on the outcome of the assessment process by 
lobbying Murray PHN staff, directly or indirectly, will be grounds for disqualification of the applicant 
from further consideration. 
Non-complying applications 
Any application that does not comply with all of the conditions of this Grant may be considered to 
be a non-complying application and may be rejected or not considered in Murray PHN’s absolute 
discretion. Murray PHN, however, reserves the right to accept non-complying applications. 
Notification of probity breach  
Should any applicant consider that the Grant application process has failed, or that it has been 
prejudiced by any breach of these terms and conditions or other relevant principle affecting Grant 
submissions or their evaluation, the applicant must provide to Murray PHN immediate notice 
including details of the alleged failure or breach to the Project Manager. 
Ownership 
All Grant submissions and any accompanying documents become the property of Murray PHN. 
Ownership rights of all information, reports or data contained in Grant applications remain unchanged. 
Part applications 
Murray PHN reserves the right to accept applications in relation to some and not all of the scope 
of activity described, or appoint one, more than one, or no applicant on the basis of the 
applications received. 
Privacy 
Murray PHN is committed to protecting and securing any personal information we collect from you 
and are governed by the Privacy Act 1988. 
Process 
Murray PHN reserves the right to withdraw from, suspend or alter the Grant process described in 
this document for whatever reason. 
Quoted price 
All Grant requests in an application are to be expressed in Australian dollars, and shall be deemed 
to apply to the services, as described in the Guidelines, for the period requested. 
All requests quoted will be stated as exclusive of GST. The GST component must be itemised 
separately. 
 

PART B STATEMENT OF WORK 

1. The opportunity 
1.1. Eligibility requirements  

Murray PHN invites submissions from gazetted health services to nominate students for the 
scholarship grants that meet the following criteria: 
a) Registered nurses (Division 1) currently working in gazetted health services within the Murray 

PHN catchment 
b) Willing to commence a RIPERN course of study in 2020  
c) Not in receipt of other funding for course fees including previous RIPERN scholarship funding 

from Murray PHN 
d) Up to three nurses may be nominated by each health service. 
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The following two RIPERN courses of study are currently available in Australia: 
1) Rural and Isolated Practice (Scheduled Medicines) Registered Nurse Course 

www.health.qld.gov.au/cunninghamcentre/html/courses/022 
• Duration: 300 hours over a nine-month period 
• Dates: 3 February–30 October 2020 and 23 March–11 December 2020 
• Fee: $3,445 (excluding GST) 

 
2) Graduate Certificate of Health (Scheduled Medicines) 

www.usq.edu.au/study/degrees/graduate-certificate-of-health/scheduled-medicines 
www.usq.edu.au/handbook/current/health-community/GCHH.html 

• Duration: 12-months part-time 
• Start dates: February 2020 and July 2020 
• Finish date: Up to two years to complete 
• Fee: $10,520 (excluding GST) 

 

2. Obligations, milestones and payments 
2.1. Obligations 

The recipient organisation will agree to participate, or to facilitate student participation, at no cost to 
Murray PHN, in appropriate promotion activities related to the scholarships. Promotion activities 
may include, but are not limited to, media enquiries, written articles, and information published on 
Murray PHN’s website or other marketing materials.  
The recipient organisation will agree to acknowledge Murray PHN as the funder of the scholarships 
in any such program promotion and in all documentation relating to the program.  
Successful applicants are to be advised by the recipient organisation that they are required to 
complete a Murray PHN media release form to promote the RIPERN Scholarship in the health and 
general media as required.  

2.2. Milestones 
The recipient organisation will be required to submit evidence of the student’s course enrolment 
and completion of training. 

2.3. Payments 
Scholarship course fee payments will be made to successful Health Services upon Murray PHN 
receipt of confirmation of student enrolment in a course. 
Payment of study-related expenses will be made upon Murray PHN receipt of confirmation of the 
student successfully completing the course and associated receipts for expenses. 

http://www.health.qld.gov.au/cunninghamcentre/html/courses/022
http://www.usq.edu.au/study/degrees/graduate-certificate-of-health/scheduled-medicines
http://www.usq.edu.au/handbook/current/health-community/GCHH.html


  

RFP Guidelines Document   Page 8 of 9 
RIPERN SCHOLARSHIP GRANTS 
 

Attachment A:  RIPERN Student Application Form 
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Attachment B:  Health Service Application Form 
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