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MEDIA RELEASE 

Improving cancer care in Wangaratta 

8 November 2022 

 

City of Wangaratta community members with personal experience of cancer, or as a carer for a loved 

one, are invited to have their say on how cancer care can be improved. 

Murray PHN’s Cancer Shared Care project aims to improve the health and outcomes of people living 

with cancer, cancer survivors and their carers, through enhanced care coordination. 

A workshop on Wednesday 30 November will focus on exploring how GPs, nurses, oncologists and 

other health professionals can work together to improve support for people living with cancer in the 

region. This starts with a conversation with members of the community with a lived experience of 

cancer.  

Shared cancer follow-up care involves the joint participation of specialists and GPs in the planned 

delivery of cancer care from diagnosis to end of life. This includes a focus on survivorship - being 

supported to live as well as possible for as long as possible, during and after active cancer treatment. 

The project will strengthen the relationship between GPs and hospital-based oncology teams in acute 

and primary care settings to work collaboratively with patients and carers. The City of Wangaratta 

has been identified as having high incidence and mortality for breast, colorectal, prostate and low-risk 

endometrial cancers.  

Murray PHN CEO Matt Jones said the workshop would provide an important opportunity for people 

with a lived experience of cancer to contribute to local service planning.  

“We’re working closely with health professionals and other key stakeholders, as well as community 

members to develop and implement a rural cancer shared care model where care is shared between 

the hospital-based oncology team and general practice,” said Mr Jones. “Ultimately, the project aims 

to help improve the health and wellbeing of people across the region on their cancer journey.” 

Light lunch and refreshments will be provided at the workshop. For more information and to RSVP, 

visit https://bit.ly/3Uky49B or call Sue Spencer, Cancer Shared Care Lead on 0407 512 963. 

 

---- 

About us: 

Murray PHN is one of 31 PHNs (Primary Health Networks) around Australia working to increase the efficiency 

and effectiveness of primary health care and service systems. Across our region, we work with general 

practitioners (GPs), community health, Aboriginal Community Controlled Health Organisations (ACCHOs), 

pharmacy, aged care and allied health practitioners, and with acute services such as hospitals, specialists and 

emergency care. 

The role of PHNs is to help to support and integrate the work of these important services to ensure that the 

people get the right care, in the right place, at the right time. In the Murray PHN region, which covers almost 

100,000 sq km of regional Victoria, we work to develop and maintain sustainable models of primary health care 

for our communities. 
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Contact details 

For more details: 

• Amity Bradford, Communications Specialist, Murray PHN e: abradford@murrayphn.org.au or 

t: 0412 060308 
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